


















 on July 22, 2018http://rspa.royalsocietypublishing.org/Downloaded from 



1904.] in North-East A frica and tlic Nile Flood. 85

want of water may be dismissed for 12 months ” ; yet the flood of 1904 was a 
low one, and the low-stage supply promises to be exceptionally low. Looking 
at the meteorological data, at no time after April was there any evidence that 
the Abyssinian rainfall was likely to be heavy.

The following Table Y shows that in Northern Egypt and Arabia pressure 
was in excess in April and May, and in June all stations show the same; by 
this time the slight deficiency in the river level at Wadi Haifa* in April 
and May had disappeared, but the high pressure in June rendered it 
improbable that the rainfall of that month in Abyssinia, which would affect 
the Nile at Wadi Haifa in July, would be above the average. In July, 
conditions were more favourable, and rains were plentiful, but in August, 
high pressure again set it, and in Abyssinia rains were very scanty, so that the 
mean level of the river at Wadi Haifa, was 83 cm. below the average in 
September.

In Table VI the mean 10-day readings of Roseires and Khartoum on the 
Blue Nile, and of Khashm-el-Girba and Berber for the Atbara, are given for 
1903 and 1904. These show clearly that in June the river was low and rising 
slowly until the last week of June, when the level rose markedly, and this 
continued throughout July, until the beginning of August; then a rapid fall 
took place as the rains weakened in consequence of the unfavourable high 
pressure conditions, and as these continued throughout the month, it soon 
became clear that the flood would be a feeble one.

Table Y.—Monthly Pressure Anomalies, 1904.

Place. March. April. May. June. J  uly. Aug. Sept.

mm. mm. mm. mm. mm. mm. mm.
B e iru t................... -1 * 0 0 + 0*30 + 0-50 + 0-33 + 0*73 + 0*66 + 1-06
A lexandria........... - 1  *00 + 0*10 + 1*00 - o - i o -0 * 7 0 + 0*40 + 0-70

fAden ................... — 0 *80 -0 * 6 0 - 0  -30 + 0*93 -0 * 2 3 + 0-50 + 0-88
Zanzibar............... -0 * 4 3 0 -0 - 3 5 + 0-66 -0 * 2 3 + 0-45 + 1 *22

fBusbire ............... -0 * 7 0 + 0*10 + 0-80 + 0-35 -0 * 4 5 - 1  -oo + 0*82
fM uscat ............... -0 * 3 5 -0 * 6 5 -0 - 5 5 + 0-23 -0 * 5 8 + 0-23 + 0*70
fK urachi ............... -0 * 3 0 -0 * 9 3 -0 - 7 3 + 0-15 + 0*08 + 0-20 + 1 *80

Mauritius ........... - 1  *23 -0 * 1 0 + 0-15 + 1-55 + 0*05

!
Difference from mean of 1891 to 1902 in centimetres.

W adi Haifa Nile - 1 7 - 1 8 - 7 0 - 4 2 - 8 3
gauge

i

| - 2 5

* The Aswan cannot be used, as in these months the reservoir is supplying water, 
f  After April taljen from Daily W eather Reports.
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